
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 13 & 16, 2021 
 

Our ascended Lord is in heaven, where he sits 

at the Father’s right hand and prays for 

his Church. 

 
Opening Hymn  .......................................................... 175, “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise” 
Order of Service ........................................................ Service of Word & Sacrament, Page 26 
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and 
intercedes for us at your right hand.  Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to 
know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
FIRST LESSON 
Psalm of the Day ........................................................................................ Psalm 8 (page 67) 
SECOND LESSON 
Verse of the Day:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Alleluia. 
Response to the Verse ............................................................................................. Page 30 
GOSPEL LESSON 
Hymn of the Day** ..................................................... 597, “May God the Father of Our Lord” 
               **(Sunday:  Confirmation Class will sing v. 1) 
SERMON................................................. “Endure to the End”                   Matthew 24:12,13                      
Nicene Creed ............................................................................................................ Page 31 
(Sunday):  RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Communion Liturgy ................................................................................................. Page 33 
Closing Liturgy ......................................................................................................... Page 36 
Closing Hymn  .......................................... 599 v. 1, “Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day” 
 

 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 1:15-26 
 
The eleven disciples select a replacement for Judas. Under God’s direction, they reform 
themselves as a full company of twelve while they wait to begin their work as witnesses of the 
resurrection. 
 
     In those days, when the group there numbered about 120 people, Peter stood up among the brothers and said, 
“Gentlemen, brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David 
about Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus. Judas was counted as one of us and was given a share in 
this ministry. “Now this man acquired a field with what he was paid for his wicked act. When he fell headfirst, his middle 

burst open, and all his intestines spilled out. This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, and so in their own 
language that field was called Akeldema, which means Field of Blood. Indeed, it is written in the book of Psalms: May his 
residence be deserted. Let there be no one dwelling in it. And, let someone else take his position. “Therefore it is necessary 
that one of the men who accompanied us during the entire time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning 
from his baptism by John until the day Jesus was taken up from us, become a witness with us of his resurrection.” They 
proposed two: Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called Justus) and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen to take the place in this apostolic ministry from which Judas 
turned away to go to his own place.” Then they assigned lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias. So he was counted with 
the eleven apostles.  
 

SECOND LESSON:  1 John 4:13-21 
 

We bear witness to, rely on, and live in the God who is love. It is only right, therefore, that we 
love one another. If we do not, then we do not love God nor truly show his love for us. 
 
     This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. We have seen and testify that the 
Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him 
and he in God. We also have come to know and trust the love that God has for us. God is love. Whoever remains in love 
remains in God and God in him. In this way his love has been brought to its goal among us, so that we may have 
confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are just like Jesus. There is no fear in love, but complete love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who continues to be afraid has not been brought to the 
goal in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar. For how can 
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, love God, whom he has not seen? This then is the command we 
have from him: The one who loves God should also love his brother.  
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 17:11b-19 
 

Our High Priest prays for his disciples as he looks ahead to the time when he will no longer be 
with them. He asks that the Father would protect them and set them apart as his own. The tool 
by which he will do that is the Word. 
 
     “Holy Father, protect them by your name, which you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with 
them, I kept those you gave me safe in your name. I protected them and not one of them was destroyed, except the son of 
destruction, so that the Scripture might be fulfilled. “But now I am coming to you, and I am saying these things in the world, 
so that they may be filled with my joy. I have given them your word. The world hated them, because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. I am not asking that you take them out of the world, but that you protect them from the 
Evil One. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. “Sanctify them by the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent 
me into the world, I also sent them into the world. I sanctify myself for them, so they also may be sanctified by the truth.” 

 

SERMON TEXT:  Matthew 24:12,13 
 
     “Because lawlessness will increase, the love of many will grow cold. But whoever endures to the end will be saved.” 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION:  Because of the confessional nature of the Lord’s Supper which is offered today, we invite 
forward those who are members of a WELS or ELS congregation.  If you have questions about the Lord’s 
Supper, please speak to the pastor.    
HEAD USHERS:  Hubert Albert/Don Koch;  next Sunday:  Ross Schultz/Wayne Schultz. 
CONFIRMATION:  After studying the Christian faith for the past two years, our 2021 confirmation class will 
affirm their baptisms. This year’s confirmands are:  Madison Boeck, Mason Gerth, Miranda Giese, Emma 
Heckel, Alex Kuehl, Morgan Manning, Drake Oshefsky, and Adam Zellmer.  We congratulate and pledge our 
support to this fine group of young men and women. 
ALTAR OFFERING:  The money received in today’s Altar Offering has been designated as follows:  100% to the 
budget. 
ORGANISTS:  The June schedule is hanging on the SCHOOL bulletin board.  Please take a look at your 
calendars in the near future and sign up for the date(s) you are willing to play for us.  Thank you! 
FYSH OUTING:  The next meeting of FYSH (St. Matthew’s Youth Group) will be held on Sunday, May 23.  
Please meet at THE STAND in Iron Ridge at 4:00 PM where the evening will begin with a Bible study.  Our 
service project for the evening will be to pick up garbage around the village (weather permitting).  After that, the 
activities for the evening will be having pizza, ice cream, and some games with chances at prizes! There is NO 
cost for this outing as we have a sponsor for this event.  If you plan to attend, please sign up on the sheet 
located on the SCHOOL bulletin board in the hallway.  If you have any questions, please direct them to Cheri 
Youngbeck. 
PLANT EXCHANGE:  On Sunday, May 23, we will host a plant exchange immediately following the worship 
service in the parking lot.  All members are invited to bring “extra” plants from their garden, yard, or house to 
exchange with – or give to others – who are looking for new and different varieties of flowers and plants to 
beautify their house and yard.  This is not just a plant exchange; it is also a giveaway. You don’t have to bring a 
plant to take something home!  If interested, be sure to check it out! 
GRADUATION/RECOGNITION NIGHT:  The graduation of St. Matthew’s eighth grade class will be held on 
Thursday, May 27, at the 7:00 PM worship service.  Immediately following the Graduation Service, the 
Recognition Night festivities will take place in the gym. 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  The flowers on the altar this week are given to the glory of God by the 8th grade 
confirmation class. 
WE THANK our 8th grade confirmation class and the adult choir for enriching our Sunday’s worship service with 
their songs! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 
 

Attendance:   Thursday:  26;  Sunday:  99 
Offerings:   $5,274.00     
       (Budget Amount Needed Each Week:  $7,052.00) 
Special Funds:  Debt Retirement:  $20.00;  Undesignated Memorial (Debt 
       Retirement):  $20.00;  St. Matthew’s School:  $5,040.00 
Memorials:  In Memory of Judy Reisetter (Undesignated):  $20.00; 
       In Memory of Naomi Kriewald (Designated for St. Matthew’s School): 
       $5,000.00 

 
 
 

OUR WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S 
 
 

Sunday: Communion Worship Service (Confirmation) .. 9:00 AM 
 ALTAR OFFERING 
 
Thursday: Worship Service ................................................. 7:00 PM 
  
Sunday: Worship Service ................................................. 9:00 AM 
 Plant Exchange – Immediately following  
 worship service (in parking lot) 
 


